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Chapter ideal division, and is explained only by historical
__1   grounds. Selection is by nomination of the Dominion
Government and appointment by the Governor-
General in the royal name. A Senator must be thirty
years of age, male or female,1 own property worth
4000 dollars above all debts, hold land worth the same
amount, and be resident in the province. Seats are
vacated on loss of property or cessation of residence,
as well as in the usual cases of bankruptcy, crime,
absence, or resignation. The powers of the Senate are
not defined by law, save in so far as it is laid down that
any appropriation bill or taxing bill must originate in
the lower house. Nor is there any provision for dead-
locks save the right of the Crown, which would be
exercised now on Canadian advice without hesitation,
to add either four or eight members in equal propor-
tions from the four divisions of Canada in order to
overcome a deadlock, a provision never yet employed.
The Senate obviously from the outset was not based
on true federal principles, for, apart from the lack of
equality of representation of the provinces, the mode
of appointment secured that the members selected
would be men not likely to champion provincial rights,
and the Senate has never shown any special activity in
this regard. It has failed also to carry out the idea that
it might be the home of elder statesmen whose calm
prudence would be a valuable aid to the lower house.
As it has none of the authority in treaty matters and
appointments of the United States Senate, it has
attracted none of the younger politicians. Membership
is the reward of party services, normally in old age; it
1 Edwards v. A.-Q.far Canada, [1930] A.C. 124. Women are eligible
for all the other upper houses, save New Zealand.